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Pastor’s Word: Newness of Life

Romans 6:4: We have been buried with him by baptism into death, so that just

as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, so we too might
walk in newness of life.

What is this? Paul goes on to tell how death has no more power over
Jesus. He lives and reigns! Easter! Ascension! Life. Dead to sin; alive to God!
This is what we are in when we are baptized “into Christ Jesus.” (v. 3)

Death is a power. Life is a power. So newness of life refers to God’s
power in us. Death’s power comes in different ways: fear, guilt, hopelessness,
defeatist attitudes, lack of self-confidence, etc., as well as health and end of
life.

Life is a power. Consider spring, birth, recovery. Life’s power comes
in faith, hope, forgiveness, optimism, appropriate pride and confidence.

Newness of life is God’s unique power to conquer the powers of Satan,
death and our sin as they work away on our bodies, minds and spirits. It is
given to everyone who is baptized. It is activated through faith. Faith turns on
the Spirit’s power switch.

Life’s power becomes a matter of choice again. First, it is a matter of
not being defeated. We do not have to be controlled, conquered or defeated by
the conditions out there or by the fears and sins in here. Easter, if you will,
says so. Second, it can come in the form of coping with external systems and
internal conditions that we cannot change. We can choose to live with them
and be positive because, by baptism, we live in Christ who has conquered all
forms of death and oppression. Third, we can be transformed and in many
instances by his power, we can overcome our challenges and obstacles.

o Do not allow sin to dominate your mortal bodies to (force) you to

obey. (v. 12)

e Do not give your members (hands, mouth, etc) to sin; rather to God as

those who have been (resurrected.) (v. 13)

e Sin will not dominate you, since you are not under law but under

grace. (v. 14)

o Free from sin..now present your members as slaves (by spiritual

choice) to righteousness. (v. 19)

Newness of life is God’s power that you have to cope with, to sustain
through, to win over, to be free. Some may say “with God’s help.” Others may
say, “Christ lives in me.” Yes, you can. Yes, he is able. Our Lord does not fail
for he has conquered Death. Grace rules us. Forgiveness frees us. Faith
chooses to trust God’s Word and use it. The end is eternal life. (v. 22).
Powerfilled Easter!
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CONGRATULATIONS TO:

Jared Barcy who will be working at Stony Lake
Lutheran Camp this summer. He will be a member
of the kitchen staff.

FEBRUARY MISSION REPORT:
Until we have an on-going Stewardship Team, the
office will report on our Mission support monthly.
For February ’10:
ELCA Mission: $1595.30
Alternative Mission: $371.50
(Lutheran World Relief and Stony Lake Camp)
Lent: $596.00
(GLEAP and GL Food Bank)
Pastor’s Discretionary fund  $ 190.00

All donations to Haiti relief have been sent to
ELCA Disaster Relief and LWR.

THANK YOU

SNOW REMOVAL.: In the hope that our need is
past us for this winter, we thank the following for
removing snow from the church’s walks: Matt
Cermak, Bill DeWitt, Pastor Rick, Raymond Harris
and Fred Koos. We did it ourselves to save money.
We do it to be a good welcoming neighbor to
walkers and to keep the city of GL from ticketing
us. Thanks!

MISSION GIVING: From Presiding Bishop Mark
Hanson and our Synod Bishop John Schleicher
thank you for our mission giving in 2009: $33,982.
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Prayer Pal

Time to reveal yourself to your secret prayer
pal. Please send a card in the next two weeks to
your prayer pal. If you are interested in
continuing the secret prayer pal program, call
the church office (627-6310).
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PRAISE SUNDAY (4/11)
features RAYMOND HARRIS
* April 112" of Easter
e 1 Service only at 10:30 a.m. (This Sunday only!)
e Holy Eucharist celebrated.
e Our own Raymond Harris will lead this service
of praise to the Lord!

e Old songs. New songs. Sing-along-songs.
Laid back. Up lifting. All of us together from
both services.
Love Offering collected.
Invite your friends, your family, your neighbors.
Adult Sunday School Class at 9:15 a.m. (yes!)
No Children’s Sunday School
Celebrate the end of Spring Break

APRIL 25 (Good Shepherd Sunday) has
TWO SPECIAL SERVICES
8:00 SPRING SERVICE OF HEALING.
Anointing with Oil, Laying on of Hands,
Personal Prayer for any and all needs.

10:30 CHOIR CONCERT SERVICE WITH HOLY
EUCHARIST
Theme: One Faith. One Church.
Our choirs will present a service of music.

FITZGERALD PAVILION IS RESERVED
FOR JULY 4™

A Fourth of July Church Picnic is in our future.
Independence Day falls on a Sunday so the
Gathering Team is going to host a fun-filled, faith-
filled, food-filled day for everyone out at Fitzgerald
Park. We want you to know so that you can make
your plans around it. Put it on your calendars!

Immanuel Annual Weekend Camping Trip
August 13, 14, 15
at Snow Lake Campground
Call Mike Fedewa (327 -7719) to reserve your campsite.



Daily Bible Readings

Here are the New Testament passages for daily readings for this year, Year C. The list is found in ELW, page
1145f. After each reading, ask, “What one thing will I take with me today (tonight)?”

Holy Week:
Monday: John 12:1-12
Thursday: 1 Cor. 11:23-26

Tuesday: John 12:20-36
Friday: Heb. 10:16-25

Wednesday: John 13:21-32
Saturday: Romans 6:3-11

Easter Week
April 5: 1 Cor. 5:6b-8
April 8: Acts 5:12-16

2" Easter
April 12: Rev. 1:9-20
April 15: Rev. 3:14-22"

3" Easter
April 19: Acts 9:19b-21
April 22: Rev. 5:1-10

4" Easter
April 26% Rev. 15:1-4
April 29: Rev. 10:1-11°

April 6: Rev. 12:1-12
April 9: Acts 5:17-26

April 13: Rev. 2:8-11
April 16: Rev. 4:1-11

April 20: Acts 26:1-18
April 23: Rev. 6:1-7:4

April 27: Acts 9:32-35
April 30: Rev. 11:15*

April 7: Luke 24:1-12
April 10: Luke 24:36-40

April 14: Luke 12:4-12
April 17: Luke 14:12-14

April 21: Luke 5:1-11
April 24: Luke 12:29-32

April 28: John 10:31-42
May 1: Rev. 11:16-19

APRIL HOLY DAY:
This year St. Mark’s Day falls on 4™ Easter (Good Shepherd Sunday). It is customary to transfer it to the next
day, Monday, April 26"
Apr. 25: ST. MARK, EVANGELIST

1% Isaiah 52:7-10  Psalm 57

2"%: 2 Timothy 4:6-11, 18 Gospel: Mark 1:1-15

Almighty God, you have enriched your Church with Mark’s proclamation of the gospel. Give us grace to
believe firmly in the good news of salvation and to walk daily in accord with it, through Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

PASTOR’S ADULT CLASS: Holy Spirit

“Who is and How Does the Holy Spirit Lead? " is the next topic for Pastor’s Adult Sunday Class. This 7 session
study will begin April 11™. (The Sunday after Easter/Praise Sunday) It will end on the last Sunday of Sunday
School for Children. As always we meet shortly after 9:15 in the classroom off the Narthex. All are invited. A
study guide is provided each week.

CHURCH COUNCIL APPOINTS TRANSITIONAL TASK FORCE LEADERS

Rachel Kuntzsch and Bob Kenworthy have been appointed by the Church Council to lead the Transitional Fund
Drive for our 2011 Pastoral Transition. They will be collecting a team of enthusiastic leaders. Permission was
given by the congregation at the Congregational Meeting on March 7 with the goal of raising $55,000 over and
above our budget. The vote was 65 in favor; 8 opposed. The task force will be meeting to plan the program, set
the dates, recruit and train visitation teams and events. Please, pray for members to step up and for our
congregational goal to be in God’s will.

! Today is it Jesus knocking or the IRS?

2 Or St. Mark’s Day readings

® Prevacid anyone?

* Do you hear echoes of Handel’s Messiah?



CALL FOR ASSEMBLY “DELEGATES”
Our North West Lower Michigan Synod meets in assembly
annually. Each congregation sends two lay voting members:
Bill Frysinger has volunteered as our male representative.
Would you volunteer be our female representative? Please,
contact Bill Frysinger, Pres. or Pr. Rick

e May 20-22, Thursday noon through Saturday noon.

e Held in the Lansing Center, so we will commute.

e The congregation will pay registration costs,

including meals.

Assembly is the one time that all congregations meet for
worship, inspiration, fellowship, display and to do the
business. Two unique features this year:
e Thursday picnic on the Capital lawn with our state
representatives: Rick Jones for us.
e The Southeast Michigan Synod will be meeting
jointly at the Lansing Center.

Assemblies are educational and inspirational events for those

who attend. Our theme this year is “For the Lord Loves
Justice.”

FEBRUARY 2010
FINANCIAL STATEMENT
General Fund
Beginning Balance $ (10,809)
Income 17,403
Expense (17,255)
Ending Balance $ (10,662)
Building Fund

Beginning Balance $ 7,901
Income $ 2,127
Expense (2,606)
Ending Balance $ 7,422
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GRAND LEDGE AREA CHURCH
TEAM TRIVIA NIGHT
Saturday, April 24, 2010
Immanuel Fellowship Hall
Potluck dinner at 5:00 pm
(bring a dish to share and own table service)
Team Trivia will follow dinne©ur plan is to have

6-8 people per team and GL area churches compete

against each othe RSVP tdViike Fedewa (327719)
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KIDS
USA"  Kids Hope USA Corner
March 20™ was the first day of
spring, and spring means change. The
weather temperature changes, the flowers
and leaves begin to grow, and the sun
shines more often. This spring we have
an added change in our community.
School closings and the resulting student
and staff moves are changing the face of
the Grand Ledge Public Schools. The
new school boundaries will have an
impact on our Kids Hope USA program.
Most of our students will be attending
Wacousta Elementary in the fall (12 out
of 14, 2 will be going to Beagle
Elementary). This will provide us with
new possibilities as well as new
challenges. | recently emailed our
present mentors with this information and
asked them what they planned to do next
year. | received an immediate response
from many who said, “I will follow my
student wherever he/she goes!” That
speaks volumes about the dedication and
caring of our volunteers. They are truly

AWESOME!

One positive result from the
redistricting is that every elementary
school will now have a Kids Hope USA
program. With each school having
populations around 500 there is even
more need to add new mentors and prayer
partners to our ranks. Please think about
volunteering for the 2010-2011 school
year. There are so many children waiting
for a special friend who will lift them up
and support them. For more information
contact Lyn Danes.

You could be the one!

LUTHER LEAGUE II
Monday, April 12
| unch at
at 1:00 pm

Cugi




From the President
March 25, 2010

Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

This is an interesting experience, being Council and Congregational President. | think my first surprise was that | actually
looked forward to accepting the responsibility. You know how it is, accepting responsibility in a voluntary organization.
But this is different. I love this church, and | greatly enjoy working with a large number of people who share that
viewpoint. Yes, the calendar becomes pretty full, and there are competing interests and concerns to work with. But it’s
what | want to do, and | have found the same attitude in a very large number of our members. What a pleasure! The
quality of work, dedication, thoughtfulness and love | see constantly among our various teams, ministries and groups has
truly impressed me. It’s also surprised me: we do a lot! I don’t think anyone knows entirely all that is going on in our
congregation. Some highlights of our year to date:

Church Council Retreat

In January, the Council spent a Saturday getting to know each other better and firming up our vision, teams and goals.
Council goals for 2010:

1. To develop a short term & long term financial plan.

2. To have congregational members identify their spiritual gifts - using the Natural Church Development program.

3. To prepare Resource Teams for the Transitional Process. This involves an audit of each Team’s active ministries.
In a sense, we are taking inventory of all the things we do, identifying key leaders, and encouraging better
communication and support.

Annual Congregational Ministry Meeting

In February the congregation approved maintenance of the parking lot, amended the bylaws to slightly restructure teams,
saw the presentation of recommendations by the Transition Team and set goals. The congregation set the following goals
for 2010:

Revisit the idea of establishing a community garden on the property between the church and the 501 building.
Continue the health and fitness ministry.
Select a coordinator for scheduling greeters.
Build a sense of church community.
Establish a volunteer coordinator staff position.
Look into the interest for an arts/crafts group to coordinate events. It was suggested that this might be a small
group under the Serving Team.
7. Build community awareness of our church and its programs.
— Entering a float in Yankee Doodle Days Parade
8. Organize and run a church yard sale. Suggested as a small group activity.
9. Come up with a communication plan to inform the congregation about church organization, programs, and events.

IZEEN N

Special Congregtional Ministry Meeting

In March, we met to review and vote on the Transition Teams recommendations. Yes, Pastor Rick will retire at the
beginning of 2012, and you approved both the method and financing efforts to find and introduce our next pastor. We
have been very impressed with the quality of work by the Transition Team. We are doing all we can for a smooth
transition with our new pastor, while maintaining and continuing the growth that we have experienced over many years
with Pastor Rick. We hope for the best of past and future, and | personally see this as a tremendous opportunity.

As January approached, | realized that our success in these two transition years depends largely on us, the congregation:
how we communicate and work as teams, how we think about ourselves and our church family, what we identify as our
greatest values. Since then [’ve heard a number of our other leaders express the same thoughts. We are on the same page,
and are looking forward to a bright future.

Yours in Christ,
Bill Frysinger



April 2010

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday | Thursday Friday Saturday
1 2 3
Maundy Good Friday | Holy Saturday
Thursday 1:00 service
7:00 service 8 am AA
7:00 Service 1
Congregational | 7:00 Service
8 pm AA
4 5 6 7 8 9 10
Easter 10:30 Frozen 6:30 am Menin 8 am AA
Sunday Chosen the Morning
8:00 Worship 8 pm AA
9:30 Breakfast
10:30 Worship
11 12 13 14 15 16 17
4:00-6:00 6:30 am Menin 10 Toddler 5:00 4-H 8 am AA
Praise Sunday | Community the Morning Time 6:15 Handbell | 6:00 Wedding
10:30 Service Soup Night 10 Memorial Choir Rehearsal 1:00 Wedding
4:00 4-H 7:30 Choir
7:00 Church 8 pm AA
Council
7:00 Boy Scouts
18 19 20 21 22 23 24
8:00 Worship | 10:30 Frozen 6:30 am Menin | 10 Toddler 6:15 Handbell 8 am AA
9:15 S. School | Chosen the Morning Time Choir 8 pm AA 5:00 Trivia
10:30 Worship 4:00-6:00 9:30 Staff 1 Hope Circle 7:30 Choir Night
6:15 SNL Soup Night Meeting
7 Team 7:00 Boy Scouts
Meetings
25 26 27 28 29 30
8:00 Worship | 4:00-6:00 6:30 am Menin 10 Toddler 6:15 Handbell
9:15S. School | Community the Morning Time Choir
10:30 Worship | Soup Night 7:00 Boy 7:30 Choir 8 pmAA
6:15 SNL Scouts
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO:
Tom Sullenberger (4/12)
Sean Riley (4/12)

Kira Ayoub (4/12)
Avery Riggs (4/14)
Jason Morrall (4/14)
Pat Graeber (4/17)
Andrea Graeber (4/17)
Lucas Smith (4/17)
Chad Cardwell (4/18)
Katie Bryant (4/23)
Mike Pitchford (4/24)

Bill Frysinger (4/3)
Barb Roush (4/5)

Peg Sattler (4/5)
Annette Ryan (4/7)

Fred Gehlhaar (4/8)
Elaine DeClercq (4/9)
John Van Hoesen (4/9)
Vanessa Crambell (4/10)
Jeff Everts (4/11)

Gil Baptista (4/11)
Amelia Hofmeister (4/11)

Erin Hubert (4/24)
Delaney Fedewa (4/24)
Kaitlin Cardwell (4/24)
Anna Baribeau (4/25)
Owen Smith (4/26)
Chris Frysinger (4/27)
Allan Blaske (4/27)
Alan Goschka (4/29)
Angie Blake (4/30)
Donna Gibbons (4/30)
Abby Osburn (4/30)
Ritch Lewis (4/31)
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HAPPY ANNIVERSARY TO

Bill & Donna Gibbons (04/01)
Rick & Linda Merrifield (04/07)
Tom & Nicole Sullenberger (04/17)

Tim & Linda Hubert (04/19)
Tim & Teri Sime (04/20)
Jim & Carol Espie (04/28)






